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Seventy-seven years ago, 
construction began on the 
Hurricane Deck bridge 
across the Osage Arm of 
the Lake of the Ozarks in 
Camden County.

Located on Route 5, this 
bridge is due for improve-
ment, and the district is 
working through the proj-
ect development process to 
make that happen.

During this stage in the 
process, the district must 
follow the federal environ-
mental process to gather input on the 
possible location of a new bridge and 
provide information about the existing 
bridge as a historic structure.

In March, the project team presented 
possible options to the public through 
its first online-only public meeting. 

Instead of a traditional, face-to-face 
meeting, the project team put all the 
bridge information on the Central 
District’s web site, giving the public an 
opportunity to “attend” the meeting at 
their own convenience.

To keep traffic moving on Route 5 
during construction, the project team 
proposed several options that would re-
place the bridge at its existing location 
while main-
taining traffic 
flow.  

They proposed 
new, tempo-
rary bridge 
pilings built 
either just 
east or west 
of the existing 
bridge. Then 
either the old 
bridge could 
be slid laterally, 
approximately 
35 feet, onto 
the temporary 
pilings while a 

new bridge is built on the existing piers, 
or the new bridge could be constructed 
on the temporary pilings while traffic is 
maintained on the existing bridge. 

The public was also invited to consider 
the option of building a new structure 
about 50 feet east or west of the exist-
ing bridge. All replacement options 
propose a wider, two-lane structure that 
would cost approximately $30 million.

The project team will continue working 
on plans for the bridge and the district 
plans to hold a location/design public 
hearing in summer 2011. Construction 
could begin in early 2012, and a new 
bridge would take approximately two 
years to complete.

The Central District would like to 
acknowledge the hard work and dedica-
tion of the district employees who have 
retired between January and April 2011. 
These six employees have a combined 
total of 161 years of service. We thank 
them for their service and wish them 
well in their future endeavors.

Robert Russell 
retired on Jan. 1, 
2011 after 22 years 
of service with Mo-
DOT. Robert started 
at MoDOT as a 
crew worker for the 
district signing and 

striping crew. He was a senior materi-
als technician for the district at the time 
of his retirement.

Ronald Miller 
worked at MoDOT 
for 24 years before 
retiring on Jan. 1 as 
a senior crew main-
tenance worker at 
the Auxvasse main-
tenance facility. 
Ronald also held the positions of crew 
worker and intermediate crew worker 
at Auxvasse and was a member of the 
district’s employee advisory council.

Rocky Campbell’s 
last day was Jan. 
1, 2011. Rocky re-
tired after 17 years 
as a senior main-
tenance worker in 
Vienna. He also 

worked at the Belle maintenance build-
ing during his tenure at MoDOT, and 
held the positions of crew worker and 
intermediate crew worker.

Richard Huff 
retired on Jan. 1 
after 33 years 
of service with 
MoDOT. Richard 
was the mainte-
nance crew leader 
for the district 
signing and striping crew. During his 
tenure with MoDOT, he also worked 
as a member of the statewide bridge 
maintenance crew.

Alexander Holter-
man worked at Mo-
DOT for 32 years 
before retiring on 
April 1. He held the 
positions of service 
attendant, shop 
mechanic, and field 

mechanic, and retired as a senior equip-
ment technician at the district garage.

Mike Craig’s last day 
with MoDOT was 
April 1. Mike was 
the maintenance su-
pervisor for the Ash-
land maintenance 
facility. He worked 
for MoDOT for 33 
years, first as a member of the district’s 
special crew and then at Ashland.

A concept drawing presented at the public meeting showed 
how the temporary pilings could accommodate the existing 
bridge while the new one was being built.

Online Meeting Gathers Input 
for Hurricane Deck Bridge Plans

The Hurricane Deck Bridge is a deck truss 
design, the last of its kind in Missouri. There is 
a historical impact to removing the bridge, so 
MoDOT is also seeking to mitigate that impact 
by offering the old bridge for adaptive reuse.

by Holly Dentner

Recent Retirees from District 5
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MoDOT has partnered with 
the City of Jefferson and Cole 
County to construct a new 
interchange on Route 179 in 
Jefferson City. Transportation 
Project Designer Bob Jany 
discusses the plans with a 
community member during 
the public meeting held on 
March 8.
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Around the District

Safe & Sound bridge crews place the beams for the Route WW 
bridge in Boone County on March 15, the same day mother na-
ture placed 4-5 inches of snow in the central Missouri region.
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